DOES BULLYING INCREASE THE RISK OF SUICIDE FOR BOTH VICTIMS AND BULLIES?

This article highlights a review of the literature on the effects of bullying in 13 countries. While the
conclusion of the review was that both bullies and their victims were at an increased risk of suicide
compared to other youth, all research was cross-sectional in nature. That is, the analyses were based
on surveys conducted at one point in time. As such, it was not possible to determine whether bullying
really increases the risk for suicide or whether youth who are already at a risk for suicide are more likely
to become bullies or bullying victims.

If researchers were going to attempt to control for the time-order sequence between bul-
lying and suicide, what type of research design would they need to use?

If you were going to conduct a study on the effects of bullying using survey methods, how

Questions would you measure both bullying and victimization?
About
the Article o

Parker-Pope, T. (2014, July 18). With bullying, suicide risk for victims and tormentors. The New York Times. Retrieved August 6, 2015, from http://
well.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/with-bullying-suicide-risk-for-victims-and-tormenters/?_r=0



