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sitting by, passively waiting to see what a setting is going to “tell” us or hoping a problem will “emerge.” 
(p. 156)

Our focus on the importance of the research question as a tool for guiding qualitative data analyses should not 
obscure the iterative nature of the analytic process. The research question can change, narrow, expand, or multiply 
throughout the processes of data collection and analysis.

Explanations developed inductively from qualitative research can feel authentic because we have heard what peo-
ple have to say in their own words, and we have tried to see the social world as they see it. Explanations derived from 
qualitative research will be richer and more finely textured than they often are in quantitative research, but they are 
likely to be based on fewer cases from a limited area. We cannot assume that the people studied in this setting are simi-
lar to others or that other researchers will develop explanations similar to ours to make sense of what was observed 
or heard. Because we do not initially set up a test of a hypothesis according to some specific rules, another researcher 
cannot come along and conduct the same test.
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DOES BULLYING INCREASE THE RISK OF SUICIDE FOR BOTH VICTIMS AND BULLIES?

This article highlights a review of the literature on the effects of bullying in 13 countries. While the 
conclusion of the review was that both bullies and their victims were at an increased risk of suicide 
compared to other youth, all research was cross-sectional in nature. That is, the analyses were based 
on surveys conducted at one point in time. As such, it was not possible to determine whether bullying 
really increases the risk for suicide or whether youth who are already at a risk for suicide are more likely 
to become bullies or bullying victims.

1.	 If researchers were going to attempt to control for the time-order sequence between bul-
lying and suicide, what type of research design would they need to use?

2.	 If you were going to conduct a study on the effects of bullying using survey methods, how 
would you measure both bullying and victimization?
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Source: Parker-Pope, T. (2014, July 18). With bullying, suicide risk for victims and tormentors. The New York Times. Retrieved August 6, 2015, from http://
well.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/with-bullying-suicide-risk-for-victims-and-tormenters/?_r=0

22 Guidelines for Criminologists
The guidelines followed by social researchers fall into two categories: those that help keep research scientific and those 
that help keep research ethical. Both types of guidelines are essential for a field of inquiry that seeks empirical generali-
zations about human society. To point out their value, we use examples from the domestic violence research.

Scientific Guidelines

The following nine guidelines are applicable to any type of scientific research, but they are particularly useful to crimi-
nologists and to those who read about criminology and criminal justice. Adherence to these guidelines will reduce the 


